PHILOSOPHY

ed under the Ptolemies with Greek Philosophy, made
great boast of the wisdom which not only the prophets and
poets, but also the philosophers of Greece, were said to have
acquired from them. Somewhat later, the theory gained accept-
ance among the Greeks themselves. We however find no-
thing in Herodotus, as to an Egyptian origin of Greek Philo-
sophy. In regard to religion, on the other hand, he not
only maintains that certain Greek cults and doctrines (es-
pecially the worship of Dionysus) were imported from
Egypt into Greece, but says in a general manner that the
Pelasgi' at first adored their divinities simply under the
name of the gods and afterwards received the particular
names of these gods from Egypt, That this assertion is
chiefly founded on the statements of the Egyptian priests,
appears probable from Chapters L and LIV. As the priests
then represented themselves to be the founders of the Greek
4^1igion, so at a later period, they claimed to be the founders
of Greek Philosophy,

So for the purpose of this enquiry, we have to look not
merely to ancient accounts, but likewise to the principal
modern researches into the subject, for the former are extreme-
ly unsatisfactory and their deficiencies require to be supple-
mented by a variety of acute and learned disquisitions. Much
consequently on this point rests on purely general principles,
and on the probabilities which have been drawn and are still
being drawn from the relations which, it is conceived, existed
"between Greece and the East. To some, it has appeared to
be a very natural supposition that, because Oriental culture
flowed down to and was adopted by the later Greeks, so also
philosophical doctrines : either case implies therefore some
connexion and community between the Greek and Oriental
intellectual development Who could be so foolish as to deny
this latter proposition generally ? But before any legitimate
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